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100 Days 
By Nicole McInnis 
A teen girl suffers from progeria, a rare disease that 
causes her to age rapidly. This is the story of three 
unlikely friends learning to live life to its fullest before 
ultimately letting it go. 
L: 850 IL: YA   
 

7 Ate 9: The Untold Story 
By Ross MacDonald 
When 7 is accused of eating 9, worried 6 hires a 
detective to investigate. 
L: 530  IL: K-3  RL: 1.5 
 

Ada Lovelace: Poet Of Science 
By Dianne Stanley 
A fascinating look at Ada Lovelace, the pioneering 
computer programmer and the daughter of the poet 
Lord Byron.  
L: 810 IL: K-3 RL: 4.0   

After The Fall 
By Dan Santat 
After falling off the wall, Humpty Dumpty is very afraid 
of climbing up again, but is determined not to let fear 
stop him from being close to the birds.  
IL: K-3 RL: 3.3 
 
 

Amina’s Voice 
By Hena Khan 
A Pakistani-American Muslim girl struggles to stay true 
to her family’s vibrant culture while simultaneously 
blending in at school after tragedy strikes her 
community.   
L: 800  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.6  
 

Answering The Cry For Freedom 
By Gretchen Woelfle 
Brief biographical sketches chronicle the contributions 
of enslaved and free blacks during the Revolutionary 
War, including Prince Hall, who organized the first 
branch of black Freemasons, and Richard Allen, who 
founded the African Methodist Episcopal Church.   
L: 1040  IL: 5-8  RL: 6.8 

As Brave As You 
By Jason Reynolds 
When two brothers decide to prove how brave they 
are, everything backfires--literally. 
L: 750  IL: 5-8  RL: 4.8 
 

Baseball Genius 
By Tim Green & Derek Jeter 
An average kid with an above average talent for 
predicting baseball pitches tries to help his favorite 
player out of a slump. 
L: 750  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.8 
 
 

Blooming At The Texas Sunrise Motel 
By Kimberly Willis Holt 
After the sudden death of her parents, Stevie, 
thirteen, is sent to live at a rundown motel, where she 
charms everyone except her estranged grandfather.  
L: 620  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.3 
 
 

The Boy On Fairfield Street 
By Kathleen Krull 
Introduces the life of renowned children's author and 
illustrator Ted Geisel, popularly known as Dr. Seuss, 
focusing on his childhood and youth in Springfield, 
Massachusetts.   
L: 950  IL: 3-6  RL: 3.9 

  Calico Girl               Chester And Gus 
  By Jerdine Nolen                              By Cammie McGovern 
  Callie struggles to understand slavery when her                    Chester, a service dog, is adopted into a family where 
  stepbrother is sold away at the start of the Civil War,          he becomes a companion to Gus, a ten-year-old boy  
  but is determined her whole family will be free one             with nonverbal autism, who challenges Chester by  
  day.                                                              requiring a different kind of friendship. 
  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.2                           L: 680 IL: 3-6 RL: 4.4               
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Cilla Lee Jenkins Future Author Extraordinaire 
By Susan Tan 
A half-Chinese, half-Caucasian girl's 'memoir' about a new 
sibling, being biracial, and her path to literary greatness.   
L: 940  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.9 

Clayton Byrd Goes Underground 
By Rita Williams-Garcia 
Feeling most alive when he's playing the blues with 
his grandfather, Clayton is devastated when his 
grandfather dies and his mother forbids him from 
playing music, losses that compel him to run away 
and join bluesmen on the road. 
L: 710  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.4 

Counting Sheep: Calpurnia Tate Girl Vet 
By Jacqueline Kelly 
In rural Texas in 1901, thirteen-year-old Callie nurses a 
butterfly with a broken wing and delivers a baby lamb, 
despite her mother's disapproval of Callie's "unladylike 
behavior. 
L: 660  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.6   

Courage To Soar 
By Simone Biles 
Simone Biles' entrance into the world of gymnastics 
may have started on a daycare field trip in her 
hometown of Spring, Texas, but her God-given 
talent, passion, and perseverance have made her 
one of the top gymnasts in the world, as well as a 
four-time winner of Olympic gold in Rio de Janeiro. 
L: 990 IL: YA 

The Darkest Dark 
By Chris Hadfield 
Young Chris loves pretending he's a brave astronaut, 
exploring the universe. Only one problem--at night, he's 
afraid of the dark. Only when he watches the moon 
landing on TV does he realize how exciting the unknown 
can be. Inspired by the childhood of real-life astronaut 
Chris Hadfield. L: 550  IL: K-3  RL: 3.0 

Dizzy 
By Jonah Winter 
The biography sketches Dizzy Gillespie's early 
sufferings: his father beat him and other kids 
mocked his small size. The horn became his escape 
valve.   
L: 710  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.7 

Fair Ball 
By Derek Jeter 
Derek is juggling finals and a baseball tournament during 
the last few weeks of school, but when his friend Dave 
starts ignoring him, Derek's perfect summer starts to look 
less fun. 
L: 730 IL: 3-6  RL: 5.3 

Fifty Cents And A Dream 
By Jabari Asim 
This book captures the hardship and the spirit of 
one of the most inspiring figures in American 
history, bringing to life Booker T. Washington's 
journey to learn, to read, and to realize a dream. 
IL: K-3 RL: 4.6 
 

Finding Wonders 
By Jeannine Atkins 
A biographical novel in verse of three different girls in 
three different time periods who grew up to become 
groundbreaking scientists. 
L: 970  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.8 
 
 

Flashback Four: The Titanic Mission 
By Dan Gutman 
Luke, Julia, David, and Isabel are headed to the 
deck of the doomed Titanic. Their mission is to  
capture a picture of the of the sinking ship, then 
come right back.  
L: 670  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.0 
 

For the Right To Learn: Malala Yousafzai’s Story 
By Rebecca Langston-George 
Tells Malala Yousafzai's harrowing story of standing up for 
girls' education against the Taliban, being shot in the 
head, and surviving to continue the fight. 
IL: 3-6  RL: 4.6 

Freedom Over Me 
By Ashley Bryan 
Using original slave auction and plantation estate 
documents, contrasts the monetary value of a slave 
with the priceless value of life experiences and 
dreams that a slave owner could never take away.   
L: 730 IL: 3-6  RL: 4.7 
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Garvey’s Choice 
By Nikki Grimes 
Garvey’s father has always wanted Garvey to be athletic, 
but Garvey is interested in astronomy, science fiction, 
reading anything but sports. Feeling like a failure, he 
comforts himself with food. Garvey is kind, funny, smart, 
a loyal friend, and he is also overweight, teased by bullies, 
and lonely. L: 620 IL: 5-8 RL: 4.5 

Geekerella 
By Ashley Poston 
Geek girl Elle Wittimer lives and breathes Starfield, 
the classic sci-fi series she grew up watching with 
her late father. So when she sees a cosplay contest 
for a new Starfield movie, she has to enter. 
L: 660 IL: YA 

Ghost 
By Jason Reynolds 
Ghost wants to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle 
school track team, but his past is slowing him down. 
L: 730  IL: 5-8  RL: 4.6 

The Girl From Everywhere 
By Heidi Heilig 
Sixteen-year-old Nix has sailed across the globe and 
through centuries aboard her time-traveling 
father's pirate ship, but when he gambles with her 
very existence, it all may come to an end. 
L: 490 IL: 3-6  RL: 5.0 
 

Girl With A Camera 
By Carolyn Meyer 
Tells the story of how Margaret spent her early years 
observing the natural world before mastering the art of 
photography and became the first female war 
photojournalist in World War II. 
L:880  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.8 

Goodbye Stranger 
By Rebecca Stead 
On Valentine's Day, an unnamed high school girl 
struggles with a betrayal. How long can she hide in 
plain sight? 
L:560  IL:5-8  RL: 4.1 
 
 

The Great Treehouse War 
By Lisa Graff 
Fifth-grader Winnie, with notes from her friends, writes 
of turning her treehouse into an embassy after her newly-
divorced parents become unreasonable, where she is 
joined by nine others with complaints. 
L: 890  IL: 3-6 
 

Half A World Away 
By Cynthia Kadohata 
Twelve-year-old Jaden, an emotionally damaged, 
adopted boy fascinated by electricity, feels a 
connection to a small, weak toddler with special 
needs in Kazakhstan, where Jaden's family is trying 
to adopt a "normal" baby. L: 670 IL: 5-8 RL: 4.7 

The Harlem Charade 
By Natasha Tarpley 
Lonnie and his uncle journey back in time to the Harlem 
Renaissance. Includes A Harlem Renaissance glossary in 
back of book. 
L: 800  IL: 3-6  RL: 5.1 

Harlem’s Little Blackbird 
By Renee Watson 
A tribute to Harlem Renaissance performer 
Florence Mills covers her youth as a child of former 
slaves, her performances that inspired songs and 
entire plays, and the racism that prompted her 
advocacy of all-black theater and musicals. 
L: 770  IL: K-3  RL:3.5   

The Haunting Of Falcon House 
By Eugene Yelchin 
In 1891, twelve-year-old Lev Lvov travels to Saint 
Petersburg, Russia, to assume his duties as Prince, but 
must first use his special gift to rid the House of Lions of a 
ghost. 
L: 790  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.8 

Hello Universe 
By Erin Entrada Kelly 
Lives of four misfits are intertwined when a bully's 
prank lands shy Virgil at the bottom of a well and 
Valencia, Kaori, and Gen band together in an epic 
quest to find and rescue him. 
L: 690  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.1 
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Homeroom Diaries 
By James Patterson 
Seventeen-year-old Margaret "Cuckoo" Clark keeps a 
journal detailing the trials and tribulations of high school 
life as she and her close-knit group of outcast friends try 
to break down the barriers between their school's 
"warring nations". 
L: 710  IL: YA   

Marvelous Mattie 
By Emily Arnold McCully 
Mattie loved to make things ranging from a foot 
warmer for her mother or toys for her older 
brothers. Later, Mattie invented a machine that 
could cut and glue the square-bottomed paper 
bags we still use today. Meet the woman known as 
"the Lady Edison”. L: 720  IL: K-3  RL: 3.9 

I Funny School Of Laughs 
By James Patterson & Chris Grabenstein 
When a new principal threatens to close the school 
library, Jamie Grimm tries to save the day by teaching a 
comedy class for his fellow students 
L: 650  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.4 

I Love You, Michael Collins 
By Lauren Baratz- Logsted 
In 1969, as her own family is falling apart, ten-year-
old Mamie finds comfort in conducting a one-sided 
correspondence with the least famous astronaut 
heading toward the moon on Apollo 11. 
L: 800  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.9   
 

Invisible Fault Lines 
By Kristen-Paige Madonia 
Seventeen-year-old Callie’s father has gone missing from 
their San Francisco home. When police fail to find him, 
Callie and her best friend, Beckett, decide it’s their turn to 
search. 
L: 970  IL: YA   

Jake The Fake Keeps It Real 
By Craig R. Robinson 
Having faked his way into the Music and Art 
Academy, a performing arts school for gifted 
students where his talented older sister rules, Jake, 
a jokester who can barely play an instrument, will 
have to think of something quick before the last 
laugh is on him. L: 870  IL: 3-6  RL: 5.5 

Keith Haring: The Boy Who Just Kept Drawing 
By Kay A. Haring 
Iconic pop artist Keith Haring comes to life for young 
readers in this picture book biography lovingly written by 
his sister.   
L: 650  IL: K-3  RL: 2.1   

The Key To Extraordinary 
By Natalie Lloyd 
Orphan Emma Casey lives by a haunted graveyard 
in her Tennessee town, giving tours, and helping 
her brother and Granny Blue with the family 
bakery, and waiting for the destiny dream of her 
ancestors. She must solve a ghostly mystery that 
has haunted her town. L: 670 IL: 3-6  RL: 5.8 

Kick 
By Walter Dean Myers 
Told in their separate voices, thirteen-year-old soccer star 
Kevin and police sergeant Brown, who knew his father, 
try to keep Kevin out of juvenile hall after he is arrested 
on very serious charges. 
L: 710 IL: YA 

Last Man Out 
By Mike Lupica 
Twelve-year-old Tommy Gallagher, the bravest and 
toughest football player on the field, faces his 
biggest battle ever when his father, a Boston 
firefighter, is fatally injured while rescuing a child. 
L: 840  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.2 
   

The Legend Of Rock Paper Scissors 
By Drew Daywalt 
You've played the game. Now read the legend of the 
three great warriors who started it all... Rock, Paper, 
Scissors. 
L: 670  IL: K-3  RL: 4.4 
 

Lexie The Word Wrangler 
By Rebecca Van Slyke 
Lexie is a strong cowgirl who would rather wrangle 
words than cattle. 
L: 600  IL: 3-6  RL: 3.6 
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Lion Island: Cuba’s Warrior Of Words 
By Margarita Engle 
A biographical novel about Antonio Chuffat, a Chinese-
African-Cuban messenger boy in 1870s Cuba who became 
a translator and documented the freedom struggle of 
indentured Chinese laborers in his country. 
IL: 5.8  RL: 6.8 
 

The Losers Club 
By Andrew Clements 
Alec, a sixth-grade bookworm always in trouble for 
reading instead of listening and participating in 
class, starts a book club, solely to have a place to 
read, and discovers that real life, although messy, 
can be as exciting as the stories in his favorite 
books. L: 860  IL: 3-6  RL: 3.9 

Lost Boy 
By Tim Green 
After a near-fatal car accident, twelve-year-old Ryder's 
mother needs an operation they cannot afford and while 
a new friend tries to raise funds, Ryder travels with a 
grouchy, disabled neighbor, from Yankee Stadium to 
Turner Field seeking the major league baseball player 
who might be Ryder's father. L: 730  IL: 5-8  RL: 4.8   

Making Friends With Billy Wong 
By Augusta Scattergood 
1952 eleven-year-old Azalea is sent to Paris 
Junction, Arkansas, to help out her grandmother. 
Billy Wong is a Chinese-American boy in town to 
attend the "white" school, since the Chinese 
mission school has closed, but frustrated by the 
overt prejudice.  L: 640  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.0 

Malala Activist For Girls’ Education 
By Raphaele Frier 
Describes how a young Pakistani activist was violently 
targeted by the Taliban for her efforts to secure 
educational rights for girls.   
L: 840 IL: K-3  RL: 4.2 

The Many Worlds Of Albie Bright 
By Christopher Edge 
When Albie's mother dies from cancer, his father 
explains that she may be alive in a parallel 
universe, so he decides to universe-hop and find 
her with the help of a banana, a laptop, and a box. 
L: 960  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.6 
 

Marvelous Cornelius 
By Phil Bildner 
A man known as the “Trashcan Wizard” sings and dances 
his way through the French Quarter in New Orleans, 
keeping his beloved city clean, until Hurricane Katrina’s 
devastation nearly causes him to lose his spirit.  
L: 620  IL: K-3  RL: 3.6 

Most People 
By Michael Leannah 
Looks at the goodness of most people, pointing out 
how any more people there are in the world who 
would like to help others than would like to hurt 
them and even most of those who do bad things 
can change. 
IL: K-3  RL: 2.7 

Ms. Bixby’s Last Day 
By John David Anderson 
Loving their gifted teacher, three boys are dismayed 
when the teacher falls ill and leaves for the rest of the 
school year, a situation that compels them to share their 
stories while cutting class and journeying across town 
together on a fateful day. 
L:800  IL: 3-6  RL: 5.2 

Nelson Mandela 
By Kadir Nelson 
Presents a biography of the former South African 
president best known for his political activism and 
fight to end apartheid.   
L: 960  IL: K-3  RL: 4.8 

Nine, Ten: A September 11 Story 
By Nora Raleigh Baskin 
Relates how the lives of four children living in different 
parts of the country intersect and are affected by the 
events of September 11, 2001. 
L: 730  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.6 

Nothing But Trouble 
By Sue Stauffacher 
Explores the life and achievements of Althea 
Gibson, the first African American woman to win 
the Wimbledon Cup.  
L: 810  IL: K-3  RL: 4.9 
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Olga And The Smelly Thing From Nowhere 
By Elise Gravel 

Discovering a smelly creature in her garbage can 
that she names after herself, Olga befriends and 
studies the eccentric Olgamus using the scientific 
method, the practices of Jane Goodall, and other 
scientific concepts. 
L: 650  IL: 3-6  RL: 5.9 
 

 

Orphan Island 
By Laurel Snyder 
On an island where one child is delivered each year 
while the eldest is taken away, nine children live under 
the leadership of new elder Jinny, who trains the latest 
newcomer and wonders what will happen when her 
own departure occurs. 
L: 650 IL: 3-6  RL: 5.9 

Our Story Begins 
By Elissa Brent Weissman 
Children's authors and illustrators recount their 
childhood aspirations and share their writings and 
drawings as kids, including Kwame ALexander, Tim 
Federle, Gordon Korman, Grace Lin, Dan Santat, and 
Linda Sue Park. 
L: 960  IL: 3-6  RL: 6.3   

Panda-Monium 
By Stuart Gibbs 
FunJungle is frenzied, awaiting the arrival of its most 
thrilling animal yet, Li Ping, a rare and very expensive 
giant panda that the zoo went to enormous lengths to 
secure. But when the truck transporting Li Ping shows 
up, its precious cargo has vanished into thin air.  
L: 780 IL:5-8  RL: 5.3 

Passenger 
By Alexandra Bracken 
Two worlds collide in this sweeping, romantic novel 
about a love that crosses centuries by bestselling 
author of the Darkest Minds series.  
IL: YA   
 
 

Patina 
By Jason Reynolds 
A newbie to the track team, Patina "Patty" Jones must 
learn to rely on her family and teammates as she tries 
to outrun her personal demons. 
L: 710  IL: 5-8  RL: 4.6 

Piecing Me Together 
By Renee Watson 
Tired of being singled out at her mostly-white private 
school as someone who needs support, high school 
junior Jade would rather participate in the school's 
amazing Study Abroad program than join Women to 
Women, a mentorship program for at-risk girls.   
L: 680  IL: YA   

The Playbook 
By Kwame Alexander 
Kwame Alexander provides his own poetic and 
uplifting words, as he shares stories of overcoming 
obstacles and winning games in this motivational and 
inspirational book just right for graduates of any age 
and anyone needing a little encouragement. 
L: 970  IL: 5-8  RL: 6.7 

A Poem For Peter 
By Andrea Davis Pinkney 
A celebration of the extraordinary life of Ezra Jack 
Keats, creator of The Snowy Day. 
L: 620  IL: K-3  RL: 3.8 

The Poet: A Remarkable Story Of George Moses 
Horton By Don Tate (Iowa Native author/illustrator) 
The story of George Moses Horton, who born into 
slavery taught himself to read and earned money by 
selling his poems to the students of the University of 
North Carolina, before becoming the first published 
African American poet of the South. 
L: 730  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.2 

The Poet’s Dog 
By Patricia MacLachlan 
A dog with unusual communication talents loses his 
poet owner before rescuing two children trapped in a 
snowstorm and leading them to the poet's cabin, 
where the children explore the memories that the 
poet has left behind. 
L: 640  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.1 

Posted 
By John David Anderson 
When cell phones are banned at their school, students 
start communicating through sticky notes left all over 
the school, triggering a wave of bullying activities in 
the wake of a new girl's arrival. 
L: 750  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.3 
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Projekt 1065 
By Alan Gratz 
It is 1943, and thirteen-year-old Michael 
O'Shaunessey, son of the Irish ambassador to Nazi 
Germany in Berlin, is also a spy for the British Secret 
Service, so he has joined the Hitler Youth, and 
pretending that he agrees with their violence and 
book-burning is hard. L: 780 IL: 5-8 RL: 5.0 

Radiant Child 
By Javaka Steptoe 
Jean-Michael Basquiat  was a little boy who saw art 
everywhere: in poetry books and museums, in games 
and in the words that we speak, and in the pulsing 
energy of New York City. 
L: 1050  IL: K-3  RL: 5.2 

Restart 
By Gordon Korman 
Chase does not remember falling off the roof, in fact 
he does not remember anything about himself, and 
when he gets back to middle school he begins to learn 
who he was through the reactions of the other kids.  
L: 730  IL: 3-6  RL: 5.5 

Schomburg The Man Who Built A Library 
By Carole Boston  Weatherford 
Traces legal clerk Arturo Schomburg's efforts to curate 
a collection of African books, letters, music, and art. 
IL: 3-6  RL: 6.8 

Scythe 
By Neal Shusterman 
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no 
misery: Humanity has conquered all those things and 
has even conquered death. Now Scythes are the only 
ones who can end life, and they are commanded to do 
so in order to keep the size of the population under 
control. L: 830  IL: YA   

See You In The Cosmos 
By Jack Cheng 
Eleven-year-old Alex Petroski, along with his dog, Carl 
Sagan, makes big discoveries about his family on a 
road trip and he records it all on a golden iPod he 
intends to launch into space. 
L: 1120  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.0 
 

She Persisted 
By Chelsea Clinton 
Profiles the lives of thirteen American women who 
have left their mark on U.S. history, including Harriet 
Tubman, Helen Keller, Margaret Chase Smith, and 
Oprah Winfrey. 
L: 1170  IL: K-3  RL: 6.9 
 

Smiles To Go 
By Jerry Spinelli 
Will Tuppence's life has always been ruled by science 
and common sense but in ninth grade, shaken up by 
the discovery that protons decay, he begins to see the 
entire world differently and gains new perspective on 
his relationships with his little sister and two closest 
friends. L: 490  IL: 5-8  RL: 6.9 

Sojourner Truth’s Step-Stomp Stride 
By Andrea Davis Pinkney 
Born into slavery, Belle had to endure the cruelty of 
several masters before she escaped to freedom. But 
she knew she wouldn't really be free unless she was 
helping to end injustice.   
L: 650  IL: K-3  RL: 4.2 
 

Solo 
By Kwame Alexander 
After discovering a family secret, Blade begins a 
journey that takes him to Ghana, where he discovers 
the power of friendship, family, community, and 
reconciliation. 
L: 640  IL: YA   

A Spash Of Red 
By Jen Bryant 
An illustrated introduction to the life and work of 
artist Horace Pippin, describing his childhood love for 
drawing and the World War I injury that challenged his 
career. 
L: 610  IL: K-3  RL: 4.1  
 
  

Spy Ski School 
By Stuart Gibbs 
Twelve-year-old Ben's unexpected success outside the 
classroom causes the CIA to activate him for a mission 
to become friends with Jessica Shang, daughter of a 
suspected Chinese crime boss. 
L: 730  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.6 
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Sting: It Takes A Crook To Catch A Crook 
By Jude Watson 
March and Jules are teenage twins, following in their 
father's footsteps as jewel thieves, but when their 
latest job goes wrong they end up with one jewel, a 
sapphire called the Morning Star, one of three cursed 
jewels. 
IL: 3-6  RL: 4.2 

Summer At Forsaken Lake 
By Michael Beil 
Nicholas and his twin sisters, Hetty and Haley, spend 
the summer with their great-uncle Nick at Forsaken 
Lake, where Nicholas and their new friend Charlie 
investigate the truth about an accident involving their 
families many years before.  
L: 770  IL: 5-8  RL: 4.9 

Superstar 
By Mandy Davis  
This book follows space-obsessed Lester Musselbaum 
as he experiences the challenges of his first days of 
public school: making friends, facing bullies, finding his 
"thing," and accidentally learning of his autism-
spectrum diagnosis. 
L: 580  IL: 3-6  RL: 3.7 

Swan: The Life And Dance Of Anna Pavlova 
By Laurel Snyder 
This book is the story of how Anna Pavlova began her 
journey of becoming a famous prima ballerina..  
L: 500  IL: K-3  RL: 2.2 
 

The Sweetest Sound 
By Sherri Wintson 
Shy ten-year-old Cadence grapples with an 
overprotective father, a mother who's skipped town 
to pursue stardom, and what to do when a recording 
of her amazing voice leaks before she's ready to share 
it with the world.   
IL: 3-6  RL: 4.8 

Symphony For The City Of The Dead 
By M.T. Anderson 
An account of the Siege of Leningrad reveals the role 
played by Russian composer Dmitri Shostakovich and 
his Leningrad Symphony in rallying and 
commemorating their fellow citizens. 
L: 990  IL: YA   
 

Take A Picture Of Me, James VanDerZee! 
By Andrea j. Loney 
A biography of James Van Der Zee, innovative and 
celebrated African American photographer of the 
Harlem Renaissance. Includes an afterword, photos, 
and author's sources. 
IL: 3-6  RL: 5.2 

Top Prospect 
By Paul Volponi 
Travis, a pre-teen quarterback with big potential, gets 
the opportunity of a lifetime when the coach of 
Gainesville University football program offers him a 
scholarship before Travis even gets to high school.  
L: 760  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.2 
 

Trailblazers 
By Rachel Swaby 
A collection of profiles of some of history's most 
fascinating female scientists. 
L: 1130  IL: 5-8  RL: 8.8 

The Unbreakable Code 
By Jennifer Chambliss Bertman 
Could the Mark Twain books hidden through Book 
Scavenger contain clues about the string of recent 
arson fires plaguing the city? And will Emily and James 
uncover the mystery before the arsonist comes after 
them?  L: 840  IL: 5-8  RL: 6.1 

 
Undefeated 
By Steve Sheinkin 
A great American sport and Native American history 
come together in this true story of how Jim Thorpe 
and Pop Warner created the legendary Carlisle Indians 
football team. 
L: 980  IL: 5-8  RL: 5.8 
 
 

We’re All Wonders 
By R.J. Palacio 
Augie enjoys the company of his dog, Daisy, and using 
his imagination, but painfully endures the taunts of his 
peers because of his facial deformity. 
L: 370  IL: K-3  RL: 1.4 
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Who Was Dr. Seuss? 
By Janet B. Pascal 
Ted Geisel loved to doodle from the time he was a kid. 
He had an offbeat, fun-loving personality. He often 
threw dinner parties where guests wore outrageous 
hats! And he donned quirky hats when thinking up 
ideas for books like his classic The Cat in the Hat.  
L: 820  IL: 3-6  RL: 5.0 
Wolf Hollow 
By Lauren Wolk 
Twelve-year-old Autumn wants more than anything to 
be a real author, but when she wins a contest by 
writing something too personal about her brother, she 
has to decide if her dreams are more important than 
their relationship. 
L: 800  IL: 3-6  RL: 4.6 

William Wenton And The Impossible Puzzle 
By Bobbi Peers 
Twelve-year-old William Wenton is a code-breaking, 
puzzle-solving genius. 
IL: 3-6  RL: 4.7 
 
 
 
Writing Radar 
By Jack Gantos 
Jack Gantos shares advice for how to be the best 
brilliant writer in this funny and practical creative 
writing guide perfect for all kids who dream of seeing 
their name on the spine of a book. 
L: 940  IL: 5-8  RL: 6.3 

 
 
 
 
Jenny Schiltz              Christie McConathy 
jennifer.schiltz@dmschools.org           christie.mcconathy@dmschools.org 
Consultant, Gifted and Advanced Learners          Consultant, Gifted and Advanced Learners 
 
Kelly Bazan 
kelly.bazan@dmschools.org 
Consultant, Gifted and Advanced Learners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:jennifer.schiltz@dmschools.org
mailto:christie.mcconathy@dmschools.org
mailto:kelly.bazan@dmschools.org

